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Chapter 1

ASY/
= RIDER

April 2006, San Diego, California

pee the Australian (sounds

like AH-STRALE-YAN)

shepherd cocks his head
and listens. Has Mike entered the
garage? The devoted dog jumps to
his feet and runs toward the sound.
Barking excitedly, he leaps onto the
gas tank of Mike Schelin’s dirt bike.
Opee’s pink tongue hangs out. His

front paws rest on the handlebars.




