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BY ALINE ALEXANDER NEWMAN

olphins don’t stress over the fish snack
that got away. They don’t wonder if a
prowling shark will attack them on the
other side of the reef. Or do they?

“Until now, many scientists thought animals
lived only in the present,” says Nicky Clayton, a
psychology professor at Cambridge University in
England. They believed that only humans could
both remember the past and plan for the future.
But Clayton’s research shows that some animals
can engage in mental time travel. :
~ “Maybe loads of animals have this ability,” she
says.“Maybe only a few.” Scientists don’t know
yet. Nor do they know how animals do it without
thinking in words. But if the following stories are
any indication, some animals have the power. And
they’re using it to get the best of each other...and
of humans. Keep reading to meet some critters
with a plan.
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Keiki the bottlenose dolphin and 0la the false killer whale are best
uds who want more face time, so they hatch 3 plan to make that
happen. Every day they performin Separate tanks at an ocean-
arium. Every night after closing, Keiki Jumps the fence between
ks. Bu i

One keeper spies on the pair. She
stand on his tail and
nose. Keiki leaps and
again. “They never d around,” says behaviora]
biologist Karen Pryor of Watertown, Massachusetts, “They know
We would put them back in their own tanks”

Once the keepers realize what is happening, they arrange play-
dates for the two friends, and €veryone ends up happy.

g e ¥ A Ds~21
i OG-RAPHIC KI y
NATIONAL e TR
y : 3 s . L2 g




. Specks leaps to his fee

“It’s as if he’s saying, ‘Wh

It's nobody! Byt by the ti
turns around, Jodie has tak

he does this almost every night,” says Vétrone. “And
he falls for it every time”

t and bounds after her.

01s it? Who is jt 2 says Vetrone,
me Specks realizes this and

en his comfy spot
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What would you do if your little sister wanted half
your candy par—after she already ate one of her own?
Zuri, a captive western Jowland gorilla, faces a similar
problem whenever his keeper tosses him a pile of nuts.
The nuts scatter on the ground and Zuri’s half sister,
Jumoke, rushes straight for them.“Jumoke is getting
treats, too—ina different place;” says Judy Sievert,

gorilla keeper at Seattle’s Woodland Park Zooin
ouble portions.” No

Washington.“She’s trying to get d
way can Zuri gather up all his goodies fast enough to
prevent Jumoke from snatching some of them. Zuri

has to plan quickly.
Deciding to fake out Jumoke, he ignores the treats
and wanders several feet away, where he pretends to
follows him and

hunt for nuts in the grass. Jumoke
nce she is thoroughly distracted by

searches, t00.0
the hunt for imaginary treats, Zuri returns to his real
treats. Yum! Now he’s got them all for himself.
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