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Surf’s up for Curly!

| Bunsen takesa surfing
break on his radio-
controlled boat.

COOMBABAH, QUEENSLAND, IN AUSTRALIA

Curly, Bunsen, and Harry the mice may be the world’s
smallest surfers. They shred three-foot-high waves
tossed up by boats cruising along Australia’s coast!
The little squeakers were babies when owner Shane
Willmott taught them to swim in the bathtub. Later,
he pulled them around his pool on homemade minia-
ture surfboards. Soon they hit the beach. “I push
them onto a wave, and I'm right there to pick them
up when they’re done,” Willmott says. And in case of
a wipeout? He sometimes dyes the animals’ fur so
they’re easy to spot. Out of the water, the rad rodents
live in custom-built condos and gorge themselves

on their favorite treat: toast soaked in melted
butter and milk. Sweet!
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GIBSONIA, PENNSYLVANIA

He may not qualify for the World Cup, but Albert
Einstein the calico fantail goldfish sure can handle

a soccer ball. To train his fish to push the ball into

a goal, owner Dean Pomerleau held a straw under
the water and dropped food pellets through it. Even-
tually, the fish associated the straw’s tip with food.
Then Pomerleau placed a weighted-down miniature
soccer ball and goal in Albert’s tank and lured Albert
to the ball with the straw. The fish would get treats
when he touched the ball. Soon Albert was guiding
it into the net. “Now when I put the ball and goal
into the tank, he instantly swims up to the ball and
starts pushing it in,” Pomerleau says. Al doesn’t
need shin guards—but maybe he could use some

“fin” guards!

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA

Don’t tell Dick the American Eskimo dog he can’t learn new
tricks. He'll flip—Jiterally! It took three years and count-
less boxes of dog treats, but now Dick turns more than five
backward somersaults in a row. “When Dick was a puppy, he
was very jumpy and always tried to reach high places,” says
owner Denis Ignatov. He began playing Frisbee with the
dog, tossing the disk so that Dick had to jump and lean
backward at the same time to catch it. Once Dick mastered
that, the trainer used his hands to flip Dick all the way
over. Soon the dog got so good that Ignatov stopped help-
ing. But Dick didn’t stop helping himself to the dog treats!
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NEW SOUTH WALES, IN AUSTRALIA
Pong the Australian pelican can’t hit a tennis ball, but
she’s great at catching one. Whenever trainer Allison
Starr (above) throws a ball in the air, Pong stretches out
her neck, opens her .'.plop--—shes got it! Pong

nd, and the fun con-
tinues. Starr dlscovered Pong s talent when the trainer
absentmindedly tossed a leaf into the air. Pong reached
out and snagged it, and the trick was born. Pong may be
a star catcher, but she s also affectionate. “After playing
awhile, she stretches out her neck and rests it over my
shoulder,” Starr says. Then Pong makes a burping sound.
Guess that’s her way of saying, “Thanks for playing!”
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MARTINEZ, CALIFORNIA

Buster the German short-haired pointer is
barking up the right tree—any tree—to retrieve
his toys. After the playful pup scrambled up

a redwood tree chasing a squirrel, owner Bob
Wilhelm stuck the dog’s tennis ball up in the
branches. “I didn’t know if he'd get the ball at all,”
Wilhelm says. But sure enough, Buster went for it.
The powerful pooch gave himself a running
start, took a flying leap, and dug his claws
into the trunk’s soft bark. Up and up he
scooched until his head was eight feet off
the ground. Then he knocked the ball down
with his nose. Now he retrieves all his toys
the same way. Buster isn’t just a tree
climber—he’s also a lifesaver. Buster
alerted his owner’s wife when her elderly
mother suffered a heart attack.
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