




DRAGON
Kraken, a captive six-foot-long Komodo dragon, was powerful enough to take down a
water buffalo. Her teeth were large and serrated. If a wild dragon were hungry, she'd eat
any kind of meat-from rats to (gulp!) human fiesh. No wonder chills shot up her keep-
er's spine when he spotted her sneaking up from behind at Washington, D.C.'s National
Zoo. Before he could react, the dragon struck. Snap! Her giantjaws opened and closed-
on the bright red handkerchief sticking out of his back pocket. "Her keeper grabbed
the handkerchief, but Kraken wouldn't let go," says animal researcher Gordon Burghardt.
Instead, Kraken challenged her keeper to a game oftug-of-war. Not whatyou'd expect
from this fierce predator; who hunts to survive. But in a zoo, safe and well fed, the ani-
mals have "time to kill." And this potentially fearsome predator used her time to play.
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Pigface, a Nile soft-shelled turtle, kept
scratching at his neck, which then be-
came infected. His worried keeper at
the National Zoo couldn't make him stop.
Then the keeper suddenly realized some-
thing: Although Pigface swam around in
his water tank, he had nothing else to
do. Could this turtle simply be bored?

"Nobody ever thought reptiles could
get bored," says Burghardt. But when the

turtle's keeper gave him a basketball,
everything changed. The roo-pound
turtle lunged at the ball with his open
mouth. He pushed it with his nose. And
he quit injuring himself. Pigface began
spending almost a third of his time

il?ill illT;ii'fi nf :1i0 a nd --
that practice, shouldn't
they give him a net?
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