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COOMBABAH, QUEENSLAND, IN AUSTRALIA
Curly, Bunsen, and Harry the mice may be the world's
smallest surfers. They shred three-foot-high waves
tossed up by boats cruising along Australia's coast!
The little squeakers were babies when owner Shane
Willmott taught them to swim in the bathtub. Later;
he pulled them around his pool on homemade minia-
ture surfboards. Soon they hit the beach. "l push
them onto a wave, and I 'm right there to pick them
up when they're done," Willmott says. And in case of
a wipeout? He sometimes dves the animals'fur so
they're easy to spot. Out ofthe water, the rad rodents
live in custom-built condos and gorge themselves
on their favorite treat: toast soaked in melted
butter and milk. Sweet!
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GIBSONIA, PEN NSYLVANIA
He may not qual i fy for the World Cup. but Albert
Einstein the cal ico fantai l  goldf ish sure can handle
a soccer bal l .  To train his f ish to push the bal l  into
a  goa1.  owner  Dean Pomer leau he ld  a  s t raw under
the water and dropped food pel lets through i t .  Even-
tual ly. the ish assocjated the straw's t ip with food.
Then Pomer leau p laced a  we igh ted ,down min ia tu re
soccer bal l  and goal in Albert 's tank and jured Albert
to the bal l  with the straw. The f ish would get treats
when he  touched the  ba l l .  Soon A lber t  was  ou id ino
i i  i n t o  t h e  n e t . " N o w  r , r h e n  I  p u L  t h e  b a l l  a n d  q o a l "
in to  the  tank .  he  ins tan t ly  sw ims up  to  the  b ; l l  and
starts pushing i t  in." Pomerleau says. Al doesn't
need shin guards-but maybe he could use some
" f in "  ouards l
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MARTINEZ, CALIFORNIA
Buster the German short-haired pointer is
barking up the right tree-any tre*to retrieve
his toys. After the playful pup scrambled up
a redwood tree chasing a squirrel, owner Bob
Wilhelm stuck the dogl tennis ball up in the
branches. "I didn't know if heU get the ball at all,"
Wilhelm says. But sure enough, Buster went for it.
The powerful pooch gave himselfa running
start, took a flying leap, and dug his claws
into the trunk! soft bark. Up and up he
scooched until his head was eight feet off
the ground. Then he knocked the ball down .
with his nose. Now he retrieves all his toys '!1:
the same way. Buster isn't just a tree ,,1
climber-he's also a lifesaver Buster ":i,alerted his owner's wife when her elderly : ,
mother suffered a heart attack.
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